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ASIA -AFRICA 



Afghanistan-USSR: Afghanistan and the USSR on 18 July 
announced a new agreement under which Soviet technicians will 
assist in the construction of three motor-road bridges in the 
eastern province of Ningrahar, near the Pakistani frontier. 
kj£ This activity would place Soviet personnel in sensitive tribal 
' territory where disorders occurred last Dece mber in protest 
against government road-building operations. 
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III. THE WEST 
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rv. CONCLUSIONS OF SPECIAL USIB COMMITTEE ON 
BERLIN SITUATION 

The USIB has taken note of the following conclusions reached 
by its special committee on the Berlin situation. The committee 
pointed out that its conclusions are to be used in context with all 
SNIEs relevant to the Berlin situation. 
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1„ The USSR continues to maintain its hard position at 
Geneva by linking an all-German commission with a specified 
time limit to an agreement for an interim solution on Berlin, 
apparently in anticipation of gaining further Western conces- 
sions. Furthermore, Gromyko has refused to clarify the Soviet 
position on the duration of Western rights in relation to an in- 
terim Berlin agreement. 

2. So long as the Soviet leaders estimate that the pros- 
pects for negotiation with the West over Berlin are favorable 
to them they will not conclude a separate peace treaty with the 
GDR or turn over access controls to the East Germans. The 
USSR will continue to use threats of such actions as a form of 
pressure on the West. The actual physical transfer of controls 
could be accomplished with little or no warning. 

3. While there are no reliable indications of a bloc intent 
to deny Allied or West German access to West Berlin, or to 
seal off West Berlin in the immediate future, such actions could 
be taken with little or no warning. 

4. There has been no significant change in West Berlin's 
favorable economic situation. 


5. There have been no significant changes in Soviet ca- 
pabilities to respond to possible Western actions in the event 
of turnover, harassment, or blockade. 

6. There were no major intelligence indications of Western 
allied diplomatic intentions, apart from informati on obtained 
through official contacts with US representatives. f 
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Afghan-Soviet Bridge Construction Agreement Announced 


Afghanistan and the USSR on 18 July announced a new 
agreement under which Soviet technicians are to assist in the 
construction of three motor-road bridges in the eastern province 
of Ningrahar, near the Pakistani frontier. This activity would 
place Soviet personnel in the region opposite the Pakistani states 
of Chitral and Dir, which are subject to only limited and indirect 
control by Karachi, and near the sensitive Mohmand tribal area 
which lies astride the Afghan-Pakistani border. 


The projected bridges apparently are part of an Afghan 
Government program for road development in this region. This 
program is probably partly intended to facilitate the development 
of mineral and forest resources in the province. The restive 
local tribes have opposed this construction because such road 
development facilitates the extension of central government con- 
trol in their territory. An Afghan district official was murdered 
in this area last December by Mohmands, one of the Pushtu 
tribes, and Kabul sent troops which suppressed the agitation 
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